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      For a second year, the Kentucky Construction Career Choice Council (K4C) served as a 

valued sponsor of the SkillsUSA KY State Leadership Conference and Skills 

Championship.  This year, K4C raised its sponsorship to the Platinum Level with a $7,500 

donation.  Their willingness to donate and their presence at the conference made a huge 

impact.  SkillsUSA KY Advisors and judges enjoyed a hospitality room on Wednesday and 

Thursday of the conference.  Contestants received valuable prizes for 1st – 3rd place 

winning team members in the TeamWorks event.  And, K4C members served as judges for 

the Carpentry 1, Carpentry, Job Skills Demo O, and TeamWorks competitions.  K4C even 

supplied $2,500 scholarship funding for national travel.   Additionally, K4C had a booth in 

the vendor area to promote their signature annual event, “K4C Construction Career Days,” 

held at the Shelby County Fairgrounds each September.  (Mark your calendar - this year, the 

dates are:  September 24-25, 2013).     
  

     For all intents and purposes, it’s safe to say that this year’s state conference was better 

because K4C was involved.  Their personal time, efforts, and energy are appreciated. 



 

C.E. McCormick 

TeamWorks members: 

 

     “We would like to 

thank K4C for your 

generosity and say 

thank you for the 

outstanding prizes that 

were awarded to us 

once we won.  Not only 

do we get to go 

represent our state of 

Kentucky at the national 

level, but we also got 

some brand new tools 

which really mean a lot 

to us. 

 

     “We also want to 

thank K4C for the 

national travel 

scholarship.  If it wasn’t 

for your funding, there 

wouldn’t be a 1st place 

team from C.E. 

McCormick going to the 

national conference this 

year.” year.” 

TeamWorks winners with K4C members, back row (l to r):  Daren Thompson, K4C president;  

Lora Werner, K4C secretary; Ray Genet, Robby Arrasmith, Joey Summers, and  

Tim House, K4C members.  Front row (l to r):  Cameron Annas, masonry; Aaron Orth, carpentry;  

Kolston Marshall, electrical technology; and Ryan Tromm, carpentry. 

KY Tech-C.E. McCormick ATC TeamWorks Advisor Jimmy Porter: 
 

     “All the teachers at KY Tech-C.E. McCormick ATC want to thank K4C and Daren Thompson for your 

support of SkillsUSA KY and the TeamWorks competition – the contest we believe is the most 

challenging in the SkillsUSA competitions.  The wonderful prizes our students received for their first 

place TeamWorks win were great and they were so appreciative of your generosity.  Those tools will be 

used during the national TeamWorks competition. 
 

     “We also want to thank K4C for the travel scholarship.  Our kids are excited about representing 

Kentucky in the national TeamWorks competition in Kansas City, MO in June.  Your support is invaluable 

to our students and SkillsUSA.” 



Back row (l to r):   Daren Thompson, K4C president; Lora Werner, K4C secretary; Ray Genet, Robby Arrasmith,  Joey Summers, and Tim House, 

K4C members. 2nd place winners on the front row from (l to r):  Kellie Tarter, MaKala Blevins, Zachary Burton, and Aaron Meadows. 

Ron Hoff, Pulaski Co. ATC carpentry instructor: 
 

     “I was highly impressed with the level of awards 

for the students.  This is a great incentive for 

students to participate.  I’ve already had two eagerly 

commit to compete next year. 
   

     “We greatly appreciate Lowe’s and K4C’s 

sponsorship of this event, and I’m looking forward 

to next year’s competition.” 

MaKala Blevins: 
  

     “I was floored at the awards we received for the TeamWorks 

competition! I never expected anything like the tools we got… everybody 

at school was jealous and wished they had competed!” 

 
Zach Burton: 
 

     “That tool set was unbelievable!” 

 
Kellie Tarter: 
 

     “I can’t wait to come back next year and try this again.” 



Back row (l to r):  

Daren Thompson, K4C president; 

Lora Werner, K4C secretary;  

Ray Genet, Robby Arrasmith,  

Joey Summers, and Tim House, 

K4C members. Front row third 

place winners (l to r):  Daniel 

Hadley, carpentry; Joe Duffy, 

carpentry; Ricky Shirley, carpentry; 

and Kennedy McFarland, carpentry. 

 

 

Joseph Duffy, carpentry student: 

 

     “TeamWorks was much more 

competitive and tougher than I 

thought it would be.  And, we thank 

Lowe’s and K4C for their support.  

Our prizes were awesome.” 

Larry Huckaby, Lake Cumberland ATC carpentry instructor: 
 

     “As a carpentry instructor, I feel that the TeamWorks competition is one of the most valuable and realistic competitions out 

there. Teamworks not only incorporates the trade skills needed to complete large projects involved in residential construction, it 

also develops great leadership and team skills needed in real-life situations.  
 

     “Over the past few years, K4C has provided our students with the greatest of opportunities, beginning with the Construction 

Career Days in Shelbyville – and allowing students to perform tasks with real equipment used in everyday construction.  Now, 

they are moving more into the SkillsUSA competitions.  TeamWorks is a great event and we appreciate their efforts. 
 

     “The TeamWorks competition is becoming the topic of discussion among many of the carpentry instructors I know.  

TeamWorks gained their interest more this year than ever before because of the great prizes and organization provided by K4C 

and Lowe’s.  Overall, Lowe’s, K4C, and the SkillsUSA staff did a great job with the competition.  We can’t wait until next year.” 



Thompson: 
 

     “The Kentucky Construction Career Choice 

Council (K4C) was honored to once again be a 

sponsor of the SkillsUSA Kentucky State Skills 

Championship.  This year K4C was pleased to 

expand our outreach.  Not only did we support 

an advisor’s hospitality room and national 

travel scholarships, but we understood the 

need to become more involved – so our 

members judged various competitions. We also 

participated in the Teamworks event through 

prize donation and judging.   
  

     “It was awesome to see all of the talented 

teams competing to be the best TeamWorks 

team in the state.  This competition allows 

students to demonstrate how the different 

trades have to work together to complete a 

project.  All of the trades exhibited in this 
competition are represented in our organization and this is the major reason we wanted to be a part of TeamWorks.   
  

     “This year’s winning team – C.E. McCormick ATC - did an excellent job.  Their work is a testament to how well the 

instructors are preparing the next generation for a construction career – and these are the individuals who will come into 

our businesses and industries.  We look forward to more teams competing next year.   
  

      ”Annually, K4C hosts a career day event in Shelbyville where students get hands-on experience with heavy 

equipment.  By participating in the SkillsUSA State Competition, we can supplement our efforts to reach out to students 

by promoting the skilled trades.  It was very rewarding to participate in both of these major events this year.   
  

     “K4C members understand the value of SkillsUSA and we wholeheartedly believe this will help bridge the gap in the 

skilled trades’ shortage.  K4C received a lot of exposure during the SkillsUSA conference and it allowed us to provide 

more outreach to the next generation.  We appreciate Fran Dundon for her efforts in creating a worthwhile pathway for 

our participation because SkillsUSA is one organization that is both rewarding and beneficial for our members.  K4C 

can’t wait to help plan for next year’s event and we look forward to the national competition in 2015.”  



Left to right:  Logan Hanes, (TeamWorks Chairman) 

Fran Dundon, and Martin Waggoner,  Lowe’s Store manager #0492  

Hanes: 
  

     “As an employee of Lowe’s 

and former SkillsUSA state 

officer, it was an honor to be 

able to participate in the 

Teamworks competition and 

serve as chairman.   
 

    “It was a very impressive 

competition in the sense that 

this competition extends beyond 

the realm of saws, hammers, and 

lumber; it teaches a fundamental 

principle that can be carried into 

any career field…’Teamwork.’  In 

today’s society, this is a 

requirement to survive and 

function.  You have to learn how 

to work with others, and this 

competition stresses that 

principle.  The team that had the 

best workmanship was also the 

team that worked the best 

together.  

     “I feel that this was no coincidence and, ultimately, they were the team that would go on to win the competition.  I 

think I speak on behalf of Lowe’s when I say:  ‘We salute SkillsUSA for acknowledging the importance of a good team.’ 
 

     “Finally, it is refreshing to see industry members involved by serving as judges.  The K4C association is to be 

congratulated for supporting the competition and we certainly appreciate their $2,000 donation to buy additional prizes 

from Lowe’s.  Kentucky’s winners now have outstanding DeWalt tools to begin their careers in the construction field.” 



At left:  Fran Dundon, SkillsUSA KY  

and Dennis Shaw, Lowe’s Store #1923. 

 

     For the fifth year in a row, Lowe’s 

Pro Services Specialist Dennis Shaw 

has participated in the TeamWorks 

competition .  He has also served as 

an advisor in the carpentry and 

carpentry 1 contests.  His continued 

support is valued and SkillsUSA KY 

competitive events are better run 

with his experience and input. 

Shaw: 
 

     “I’m proud of my company and my store for supporting the Kentucky State TeamWorks and carpentry competitions.  I’ve 

been involved for 5 years now, and the snowball is beginning to roll down the hill.  This year, there seemed to be more 

engagement with the business community than before – with construction associations including K4C and KCUC.  We had 

new leadership for TeamWorks (another Lowe’s employee who had also been a SkillsUSA KY state officer took the lead as 

chairman) and, new leadership for carpentry 1 and carpentry.  I hope they return.  There were more contestants in the 

advanced carpentry section than previous years.  This is a good omen for employers looking to hire trained, skilled people in 

the future. 
 

     “This type of needed training must occur if we are to have an able workforce to replace aging craftspeople.  Businesses 

must support hands-on experience the SkillsUSA program offers.  Only the partnering of education opportunities and 

business experience will supply our nation with a motivated, inspired group of people to build the pathway to our country’s 

future.  Sounds like a plan, count me in!” 



Photo at left:  Lowe’s employees 

Logan Hanes and Dennis Shaw 

discuss the TeamWorks competition. 

      A Lowe’s grant was written and submitted by Fran Dundon, SkillsUSA KY business and industry 

director, to conduct the TeamWorks competition – it was funded by Lowe’s.  Additionally, the K4C was 

extremely interested in TeamWorks because the contest includes four of the major construction areas 

the association supports:  carpentry, electrical, masonry, and plumbing.  It was because of this, K4C 

provided $2,000 to buy prizes for the teams.  Of course, all contest materials and prizes were bought 

from Lowe’s – (contest supplies from the Louisville store and prizes from the Frankfort store). 

     The TeamWorks 

competition took on a new 

look for 2013 because 

employees from two 

different Lowe’s stores 

were involved in 

conducting the 

competition.  And, to 

further strengthen the 

event,  more industry 

judges from K4C stepped 

up, as well as some former 

judges who have been 

involved for years.  It was a 

great mix of people who 

were serious about the 

competition. 



     K4C voted to provide $2,500 in scholarship funding for the 

2013 state conference.  This year, ten travel scholarships were 

provided to help defray the cost for the following students to 

attend the national conference: 
 

TeamWorks Team – C.E. McCormick ATC - $750 

Carpentry – Perry Hoskinson, Warren Co. ATC - $250 

Electrical Construction Wiring – Trey Williams,  

   Mayfield-Graves ATC - $250 

HVAC (S) – Kyle Robinson, Nelson Co. ATC - $250 

HVAC (PS) – Alex Bonilla, Sullivan CTD - $250 

Masonry (S) – Austin Enzweiler, C.E. McCormick ATC - $250 

Plumbing (S) – Jesse Hornback,  

   Elizabethtown Technical College - $250 

Plumbing (PS) – Terry Hoyt –  

   Elizabethtown Technical College - $250 


